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{come more than 243,000,000, ‘'fhis

 3mall arms, and horses, and all the para-

| yet the debt of North Carolina, in less tine

{during the reposa of night, as well as the

From the Baleiglh Santicel.
KEMAERKS OF

W. il N0 SWEET, OF €RAVEN.

Belore the Senate, Friday, Jan. Z8th, 1560

on the lleport of the Joiut Seceleer Com
mittee on Bribery and Corruuticen,

MEe, PrEsiDENT :(—[u one of his imipas

sionedd orations, cxposing the arch cou-
| spirator agaiust the libertios of Lis coun

try, the great Rorac orator paralized the
Roman Senato with thoe cxelamation *° + 7%
Where in tha world sare we ¥

“*Where 1o tbe world arse we,” auld
whither are we drifting, are interrogatious
which constantly obtrade thewmsalves upoa
our attention.

I ask the indnlgence of
tha purpose of imparting u brici history
ol this lli\'t:-ti:g’.}iic_;il, and the eousiders-
tions suggesting it, in so fur =- it may
have emanated from me. Iu doingso I
may appear toindulgo in remarks thut have
little relavepey to the enbject nnder eon
sideration,

Their pertineucy consists iu the fact (hat
they relate to important pablic measures of
doubtful policy and wisdom, all of which
have contributed to intinenece my aclion
by maguoilying, and lodividealiziug and

) o
tiree Dennie

| quickeulvg o sense of ofiicial daty and re-

spousibility,

The publie trind has for some time been
deeply agitated with forebodings of finun-
otal rutin. There is & wide spresd appte-
heunsion that our State credit, which ouce)
challenged the unbecunded confidence aod
g smeroas pride of every citizen—iwperilled
by its extravagant use—stands toiterinyg
apon tha brink of its grave,

Whoen the authority conferred by exist-
107 aud mataring legi-latioa to issne bonds
13 exhansted, our pabiie debt will f..u';-.h: -
(1Dt
stiistainsg to the agaregate properiy ot ine
Stato the same relation that a debt of five
haudred millions would to szgssed I
valuation of property in the S '
York, When we consider tb
prodactive capacity of property ia New
York the comperison is still more sagges-
tive. latwelve wonthsauthority hius beey
given to add 330,000,000 to the indebted- |
usss of North Caroliua. In olther words, |

L 8

.
L

tate of Naw
L

) i’.lL‘ e \l."\}

ia o relntive sense, than the immapse debt
of the United States was inerewsed during |
iy equazl period of our late teriible eivil|

P war—a war in which there were under arms |

and rallying sround the flaig of onr cunna
try more than one million patriots who had
o ba snpplied with Quartermnsters stores,
and Commissary stores, snd artillery, and

phernalia of mobilized troups.
The very tlood-gates of expenditare
seemed to bave been opened full aud wide,

than the earth requires to traverse ils or
bit, has been made to constitute u larger
proporiion of the assessed valuation of pro-
perty within her bordsrs, than the national
Jdebt thus enlarged into proportions incon-
ceivably great, does of the property withiu
theo United States.

To defrey the eurrent expenses oi gov-
ernment and pay the interest—matnring

activities of day—will require ten thousand
dollars every twenty-four hours, I kpow
that hounorable members of this Geuneral
Assembly have advoeated in aconscientions
way the passage of bills which have pro-
duced this astgunding result. There has
been a wild enthusiasm upon the subject of
internal improvements, which amouants to
a species of monomania, and cannot bat
retard what it seeks to advance. A gentle
and steady breeze, filling the well spread
canvass of our argosy, will waft ns onward
much more safely and expeditionsly than
the destractive gal.. whizh comes up from
the tropiecs.

There is 8n all pervasive feeling that cur
bonds have been distributed with so lavish
a hand, that the redemption of our prom-
ises, if at all possible, will demand for sev-
eral geveratiocs all the money that can be
carned by the sweat of poor men’s brows,

The uniformity of success attending the
effurts of Railroad Companies to obtain car
bonds, has created a wide-spread fear that,
regardless of the wishes of our people, the
ceentecheca of North Carolina will be tar
nished by inevitable and enforead repodia

P elect

-11!'=jt*l.' Cole ideration,

wias soon aggrevated by reports which
sveedily obtained ciroulation sud credence
that our Loods to tke amount of millions
oi doliars bad been exchanged for valirezd
bonds and mortgaces whieh wereioferioal,
\_‘ll-:ti':i‘f‘.', mvalid sad worthless, becanso

of nou-conforiatty to the exoress and 5§}

cific tequircwent of public law. A regard
for the decplv javelval inte 4 the
Skt RS | efoerin ] i aveally
Cieony

g i Tudof i re
ward to tie swisdom of aegsrous and mnnl-
ficont lnass 2t o time wien our Sida isin
defaulr o mtstanding obligations, [ be-
Heyed ¢ would b, sud think  thep
oy viuimity of sentiment ws to the
LY 490 0f seearino saell 21 exeroise of
autiiors, eouferred b ihese loan billy, as
that it rahen by the State prove
waorthdee-, the wonihlesspess shail not re-
stlt owmaanformality of execudoen,  Aceor-
a1l riv, i pepa ol andintvo i‘:"""i T1niv !]i'.‘
Senate i resolotion catiiug 1or A4 Seieot
committes of thres Betators 10 " Invesii-
gate the extent cod the wauner in whicl,
1l at o], aunthority to lssae cevtain bonds

tiad been exercied by the Treasurer™
Tho Senator from tlowan, euiireiv izno-
raut, 33 he mnst have bean, of my resola-
tion, as 1 was of his, untul withh a few
minntes of the isirodnction of mine, of-
fered us o =nbstitnte o joint resciation
and haviog
the Joint
uow

whiech was accented as suoeb,
pussed tie two®Honses coreated
conmnittee whese report 35
were nore

Toes2 resolulions compre-

heosive than oy own, They called for an
investigntion into ramor: of  bribery and
carruptioa of wmebers ol flas General

ias10N

A~ '.':_l-i_'.. Darius  the @ }ITO-

voked by these rosolations [ promised to

€ Joonta or “pul my ficger upoy 7 the |
nse of doliars piud cenis for the pUrposa in-
dicated.

1t wiil be obzerved 1h#t tuais inve
tion tal a two fold purpuse, ous relatiogz

. . 4 3
to the ex=reise ol powers douleprod npon
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e Enventive offleers, nud Lhe other re-

rmmors of bwibery and ecorrnp-

la'sug to
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of tne evidence a8 relates Lo tiie fivst brauch |

AV INvited Lo 20 much |

of tius investigation :

daring the year 1808, a ycar of profound | 1  to apvend: t} haster of the \Wil- |
= . PRSI (82 Ly GLIET i 4 P L UL S | 1gt b il
public peace and trauquuity, the debt ot . R T R T
. =} . o xa = 17 Hanswon and Tarboro Lianrvoad Co,, ratii-
the Siate has been lncreused wore rapidiy, | ") o . R =
11,0 | €2 g Foll, 1809, sateoriZed 1o arvas- |

urer oi the State, npon eertaia eondditioss,
to excuauee the bonds of the State tor those
of the Cowpany 1o the anonnt of 2300 000, |
I'lie bonds of the C ¢ oroguired
by said act to b mort- |
gnde upoen all the property of
pﬂl]y;

Tre Company has received the boads of |
the 3 at-, but the has not recoeived |
tihe Company’s mortguge, us required by |
the sct. :
The Treasurer has ace: what pur- |
ports to e this mortgage, bat what 1u law |
canvot be enforeed.

It 18 absolately wortilesz, nuless, by pror-
mission Gf United States eivil oflicer,
which can cily be obtained within a few
months, the peunlties of violated law are
remitted.

The United Stetos Ianternat Revenae Lw
requires that it skonid have upon 1t $600 |
of Revenne stamps, and deelares that the
Company, for this evasion of the law, has
inenrred & peuaty of two thousand dollar-.
and that the State, for receiving the mort
gage unstamped, =hall never be ailowed to
iutrodace it ian evidencs., It i3 therefore
worth less than the paper npoa which it is
writfen,

This nastamped mortgagze was accepted
by the Treasurer before bhe abtained the |
opinion of the Attorney General. Tae fact |
that Lie took the note of the company for |
amonnt ol stamps pending suca opinioy, |
does not save tue State [rom the penalty ol |
violated law. I desire to recar to the same |
guestion in connection with ancther Rail- |

.
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seetdted by on
f the Com-

state
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road Company.
The act to amend the Charter of the |
Chatbam Railroad Company was ratitied |
Aug. 13th, 1368, This act sutherized and
direeted the Treasnrer of the State, upon |
certain couditions, to exehange the bonds !
of the Company, to the amount of $2,000,- |
000. Asin the preceding aci, so ia this,
thie bonds were required to be secured by |
o mortgagoe npon the properiy af the Com-
pany. The ‘Treasnrer of the State has
parted wita the 32,000,000 1u cur bonds, |
Gut hie ligs not rec-ivedau enloveilzie mort-
gage upou the property ¢l the Goipany.
Che instrament puarporting to be a moert-
gage upon the property of the Company 15 |
retudered worthless by the United States

Int-ruel Devenus Law, bocauze of the

arission of stamyps, which shoald Loeve
been atfixed to the amonnt of 22 000, The

testimony ol the Treasover (see page G, of |
loen to the Chatham Ratlrosd Company
on the evening of Qciober 19th,
the morming of Outeber 20th, 18638, while
his letter tothie Attoroey Gong ral (sce page
a5, .l No., 1.7) shows that he did not s
quest tho oplaion of the Attorney General
upon the question of until No-
vewsher 28h, 1865, or thirty-svige Jdays
after Lie acoepted the nnstamped 532 600,000
morigage.

Tiut opinton will Le fonnd on
marked ** 4 No. 1.7 It s as remarkahle
as it is laconie. I reguest senators toread
it, and to reflect how snumwarniiy it disposes
0! & nestion lu which the ioterests of the
State are involved to the

.-'..‘.'1'.'1;}:-:-.,

D
page 2V

psecretary of bBuate, AN
plandit, w2l doeas good and faithiul ser-

this daty, dues wpot allow personal abuse,

.
ey
the Chatbsm Railroad Company requires

| pany for 82,000,000 upoa sll the property
ef thoe Company between the junection of

) south Carolivs State lina,

| upon coudition, assecurity for the paywment
rof « debt, or the performanee of a daty,

VeV

[pacsuaded to accept £ morteage literally
1 o »

Peated, whereas, in

| State, not the Company, the benefit of any

lof your company—yon must prodocc the

report) shows that he issaed thns 52,000,000 |

R Hthe pre-cu! b
“CU8, OF | gpprs novw on ddepustt 10 the Treasury,
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opinion of Hon. 1o
Z-';injnll{‘r ol ‘[i:i'!.,_li l:. Ve, ‘n"q-.l"-:l..‘.;_;_",_r:;'
D. (', hy letter, dated Jun.

Thi= 1otier will e found an page 31 of th

report and parked I N 7 Th reyly
of thae 0! 51592 tatesy T i v
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tion of the patriotiso: cad integrity which !
cvigeed 1 the |
rih Caroliva needs
such distnterested services, and ber gener-

enns peopls will bestow upon him the

2LV

these transactions

N,

vant.” HHe 1s to be adwired who, baviug
carefully and econscientiously determined

vindictive attack, malice, hate, or say of
the Laser paszioons of mau to swerve bim
frow his honest couvicticus of duty.

Now, this act to amend ths c‘u.;.rtcruii
that before the 52,000.000 in State bounds
are parted with the reesursr shail have |
in his prossession the mortzage of the Com- |

their Boad wirh the Western Raitlroad and

Nouw the Jaw of eomwnn sense would re-
quire that the Company shonld own at
leagt some property between thoso points
r execution of ths morigage. A
morigage is 1 ** conveyanes ol wproperiy,

befors th

aud to beeome void upon payment or pers
forumnee.” [tis & fall and eomplete con
vevaugee C f :i»l-\. with & :ll‘u‘n';s:l. reu-iering
it void upon certain counditions. It con-

v defensible title, It has vsnally been
coasidercd necessary for a man to owa
PTOPEerLy  Deiors e cau convey it, either
dhzolutely or couditicasliy, bat in this io-
stanco the Treasarer of the State bas been
upon ail the property of the Chatham Rail-
road Comvany, botween the poiuts 1ndi-
trath, us appears from
the {estim uy of its Pre=ident {h(U pige
1% of the report) the Chatbam Rallroad
Cowmpany does not own a single grain ot
sand botween those points. In the lan-
gaage of their President, ““the road is not
Jdefinitely loeeted ; we are now woerking on
the fourth line of enrvey.”

It thus appears, Mr. President, that if
this =2 000,000 mortgnge had been daly
and sufiiciently stamped and registered in
the office of tha Bec.otary of State, it wonld |
have been worthless, beeanse purporting |
to couvey by mortgage deed ecertain prop-
erty which hns po existence.

1t is no answer to this objection thut the
Company intend to p irchase property be-
iween those points, | would ot give a
bagatalle for title in fee simple to any
mazn's intention. Death or a change of
purpose may dvfeat intention,

The ownership of property between the
noints designated is r- quired asa condi-
tion precsdent to the mortgage, and the
mortgaga ns a condition precedent to the
possession of thae State bonds, as well by a
fair construetion of the act, as by the law
of common zense ; but were there room for
any doubt, the old maxim *‘sains popali
est suprems lex 7 shonld have reqaired it,

Tue Treasnrer ounght to have given the

doubt he may have entertained, His deubts
on the guestion of Internal Revenue
Stamps should have indueed him to say to
the Chatham Railroad Company : *° Gen-
tlemen having satisfied me that this wmort-
@age covers what 1t purporis to—propsity

Lest pniaihie evidence that the Internal
Revenue Lo ol the United States does
not require if to he etoviped. and thet evi-
denre 15 the opinion oi the Commissioners
of Internul Revenue, Washingion, D. Q.
I ctaoy words, he shonld bhave acted
just as 2 carvedad snd pradent man wesld in |
refeyevce to hic ownaftairs,  Whit saue |
mou wankd loan money to his neighbor
1ite usighbor

upon & morty agseseentad by
upon the jrantation of uuvother neirtibor, |
The utrs mpt to enforeo a lien fling L.H:%J:‘iir
to Lie ereated, would be as Frottless us au |
attemyt 1o reup B whitlwimd,  Yeof this is
;:!ﬂ_.»h_-]' af a 822 000,000 mort- !
P= 1% not timoe tuat thoe reprecentatives of |
the peosl - <houid 1nter pose their wathority |
to profect the 1aterests of the Htate | ‘

1 acauit onr Treasurver of nay desire to
lact in Whese patters to the wolvantage i-i_
itlh-.\" comppanies and to the

- I R 4
tefrigseeein oo

the Stale, T bulizvo b e wgainst |
lmoeie e Sinysinge Iovecitews 1t 185w to

be attrivmted o the sovacity and poerlt
jpactty sod iedecent Leste of purtiss to uh-
tain i.aa_v-'w-u:_-.mm} of our bouds at the voary
| eariiest mwoment, and to evade the pryment
of o tax ilf'i-:-'_"---‘ i 11.'.‘ alew of tue Ualted

ILaliins, ‘—"lUb'l:"'.l'Cii"ll"--- Yhe

s Adivision of

{ upon what terms he could nogotiate a tem-

| the Penitentiary transiction--had opened
| guliery, and was quietiy buying the war-

P ecnt ;) of course a jegitimate travspetion, |
tso far as Mr., Pruyn was ¢oneerned,
| 3 . - " . v

, was the inception of a promising specuia

| npon the covjunctiou of

Lions of dollar=,

o . \ \ discover and rectify errois sud omisxious, |
Here it is, written ou the sery day the :

nonnt £ g e .
sironnt of mil- |G o i is, however, no less our duty to
| their enaracter, aud lovolving |

g0 fatal in

1869,

’ < !
title #a the pronerly fl':.]‘i‘_
wbich the State bas paid S100,000 iy her

i

tionn 7 ne anthority, it any there big_ iy
cunfrriead by section 10 of the et Bad that
vxpiieitly as
erquires the Treasiarer-—when requested by |
tri: committes yamed in

auld Doard

ne bouds at nat o

i
hf_".‘t 0o y 15

section |, or h}'.

1
t

Now, if these F100,000 i1 oar I

p cniten-
tiary Londs wera s2/7/ they werauo
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them. They mada their requisitions upon |

the Treasurer for bonds, while the aot ex- | inangurated a Senpator, in whom 1 have

pressly provides as follows: **The purchase 1

: fon was pofused,  Payment to mom)
bog] , cotees frowm I J. }'I'{ij'il, and this! e
(e consideration into S30,6000 yaig

el SHEO00 ndientes that 256 000 sy, - the 10th =

Lopteneutatives »
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1 ganiage, o 10 linea op leas, for each and every
Speciul N Wikl be chinrg=d 3200 per aquade
iuseriion,

recchgud avory

All Dbitgarics and private

publications of evrely

L eharactor, ave charged as advertisomenta.

BE" N0 auly frtiscment, reflecting npon private

('} ‘.Ch““““"'- valy umier ANY CIHGUMBTANCES, bLe
h"o 1- t

wdmmittod,

l H - v gy
rashad while paymont (o membes o ta per- ‘UDIuiul:‘_\ au o the President testifies (sec

SRS
resumed immediatey vpon the [k
weation of the joint resolntion ol Aag.
wintion which indicated a pur- i

T W

sratiget 3P vt {Madon=l 0 M. Heck a D pose 1d i U
fiew Doy~ hriprs Il':‘.!l‘-ft‘:'.’i!;_: filio to H;(:-i roeasonl T.\E‘.V. v, 'roovn epuld draw 1;}012(‘_‘.'|
State, wned that 244,000 18 the amonnt llljl;{l-)E.i the Trepsqrer opon members’ war- |y
mwdde i this spoealation. L rants porehascd ot m diseount, winle mem- |}
Now, what puthorts had the v".:s;"-:'llr_-'.ufbcqn, Yo i seereana” could obtaln no |
(v mnke & requisition upon ihe Treasurer | mones trons the Lrossary.
for those Lends, and what sutbority bad | testities thar 3o Uinys never proposed to |
thie ‘Vronsgror (o rexpond 9 sneh reqaisi- | divida The prntits with biw, ' 1

[t 1= rejunrhe e

that Mr, Pruyu, cv ny !y
ither gontisman,

shiold have beou uver- |
1

| years | vet lLe
Lhe Trousuret | gigety anva for £60,000, and without en

bis invesligation— | tha holder

presented to the payer.

rage 14 of  Hepori) for $§100,000 of State
wouds, which ke agreed to sell bim if the

£2,000,000 loan hiil passed, for his (Little

ield's) services as an nttorney in aiding

veral Assembly to Kuow the | the passago of said bill,

The !'r.}:ii‘l-'ut ol 1118 t'lmtlmul .Fa- R. Co.
cstitied that he conld not say whether Le
ind known Mr. Littlefield ons or two
takes Littlefield's dralt ad

iorsemeui. Isuny one so eredulous as to

elieve that this S60,000 deaft is ever (o be

vaid, ot wae ever intended to bo paid ?
Alilton &, latleticid 15 the gentieman

aiiiu-"‘tli i}(-{ \\-ng-I']' thig IW}IU gave Jii‘: l“'.}!: .f..r ,‘n';.l_)(}(] 1.0 lhu i_”-“
the pecple and the 1. ca- i l;ria-!:.r «
) - 1 . dry Departwent, and diseountivg warrasts | room in the Capitol, now occupied by the
o s, thatas the word ta sELy, | of memberdg at O per cent,, sten right into | koener of 11 X

{ a salogou f{or keeping the small

e Coapitol. well sapplied with

s fhan par foor thine Py 'the ‘t'l‘("\-“-}'l’t.’-:\ office with them and re- ;l'i‘-;';i'- , wines and ) qA0rs, W hila 1:.’]“!’(?1‘1]
- S oroating o fuad b i o A P FEY : 4 : o o .
puss ob croating a fuad, colve payinent 1 full . tappropriaticn bills wers under considera
l Dow 1avile the attention of the bDenate | tion l.n: 8E5810U
¢ l'.'_"j--.l L'y it !b“ 1 wtor branech of ¢ i
§cannet withhold o recogpi. | the Treaswrer, as the act requires, but by | that relating to the Lribery of members of | York oity, for billinrd tables. and b him
' tho committee, who had no nght to esell | this General Assenmbly. ¥ ) d ¥

. bois draft was paid by
ol 1f, to Cavanaagh, of New

Payment was re

About the fime this 1nveatigation was fused, whereupon the drafi was remitted te

money of e’id site and property shall be | could prove that & Senalor had received |

payable on the wvarranrt of a majority of
sald committee, approved by the Gov-
ernor, ete,” :

Again, if s0/d, they were not sold at par,
us the act requires, but at sixty-five cents |
on the dollar, for the consideration cx-|

| pressed in tho deed is $65,000, snd this fucet |
| cannot be overcomas or the mandates of the | made by Milton 8. Litt efield, upon Sout- 1

act be svaded by the phraseclogy of a re-
quisition,

The bonds were not ouly disposed of by
au unsauthorized party at an upauthorized
prica, but alse in an unanthorized manner.
The langnage of the act is *“ to sell for not
less than par.” The verb *‘“to sell” is of
fregnent econrrence in the busiess atfairs
of hife. It has, in common parlanes, bat
one weoaniug, and this meaning is the oaly
oue it hus etymologically or technically.—
Qur lexicograpuers define it a3 follows, viz:

**To deliver, part with or dispose of for
some eqrivalent in money; to vend, correl-
ative to Larter, which implies an exchange
of one commadity for another.”

These bouds, then, were not sold but bar-
fered. As showing that the term to sell was
purposely and properly used, the act pro-
vides that thess bonds shasll be wsold to
“create a fund ;” that is the word—and
that out of this ““fand " ** mouney ” shsall
be drawn by * warrant” for the purchase
of said * sie and property.”

The testimony of the Treasurer shows
not only that not a single requirement of
sec, 10 in said act, as to the disposition oi
the bonds, has been eomplied with, but
also that J. M. Heck and D. J. Pruyn were
paid 3100,000 in the Penitentinary bonds by
r-quisition upon the Treasurer. dated Nov,
10:h, 1868 (ree page 9 of report), while it
was not until Deo. o3, 1868, some twenty-

three days thereafter, that the State ob-|25 of report) shows that Mr. Stevens lius

tziued title, when lo, and behold, instead
of a deed with covenant of warranty, it
was merely a quit claim deed, with de-
scription clauses so vague and indefinite
us to render it exceedingly difienlt, if
at all possible, to locate the 8,000 acre tract.

I will not comment upon this transac-
tion fuarihber thon to obhserve that outside
inflnence has stamped its impress upon
the whole affair, from inception to cen-
clusion.

I deeply regret that honorable geutle-
men, wiio ever have commended my con-
fidence, shounld have reposed so much faith
in thore who were working out these ne-
farions results in so beld and brazen a
manner,

I now desire to present to the Senate the
last snbject embraced in the firat branch of
this investigation. 'The first session of
this General Assembly commenced July
1st, 1868. It will be remembered that the
per diem and mileage of members and offi-
cers were not determined until after the
middle of the session. Before the com-
pensation of members and officers was de-
termined, it will alao be remembered that
the Treasurer of the State kindly advanced
money to members on sccount, and con-
tinned so to do until he ananonuced an ex-
Lhaustion of funds. 1 then sought an inter-
view with the Treasurer, for ascertaining

porary loan. He informed ine that he
eonld borrow =100,000 for nincly days ot
the legal rate of interest. I immediately
prepared and ictroduced into the Senate
the following joint resolntion, which was|
ratifed Aug. 3d, 1868 : :-
»* Resolved, (the ITonse of Reguswrsdatives cons
carripx | Thet the Tressurer of Lo Htete ba
authorizad to negotiate o loxn, not exocedibyg
$100 020, for pinety daya, al the Lol rate ol jne
terest, (o mest & torsneorars ¢figpaet 3 the
Trossurr: ! )
Several days prior to the raiification ot
this resolation, the Treasuer bad stopped
all payments to members, {vr theo reason
before stated. Beveraldays affer the ratifi-
cation of this rerolntion, Lascertained that|
D. J. Pruyu—tho gentlewman whe made|
244 000 of our bonds na fow houars, 1n

an office 1o an ante-room of thie Scuate

runts of members, at o diccuuut of & ver|

Herve

tion which, 1f varried out to its couclusion,
would have abstracted from the pockets
of members cf this General Assemvly hit-
tle less than 55,000, Ity success depended |
f necessitics ol
members aud a depleted Treasury.

Thesa circunistances, in eonopection with

| enca as &« member of the Generrl Assem-

V. Stevens.
davelop the intent of the parties to tiIL‘I
£1,200 draft.

tho parties in

; s . Lillawing esvaa of agtion ticn, :
n e 149 Deeotaber, 15548, the said In connection with most ¢f bLer sous, 1
( ine €2, Meares, Ji i.. Mcares, Thomas | wounld avert such 2 dire calamity, 1i the
. Moures god mysell, excented our joint eealed | yignt of repudiation ever setiles upon our
ol T, Bl oo ‘{ 1"_‘:_'_"1"1_‘:;,”:_' great commonwealth, it will be withi our
&ix dollavs and T e e one day wlter date: | Oble ship of State as deseribed iu the
nd thiet on S0th November, 1505, 1p2id the bal- ancient Scandinavian ballad of *‘the King
3 20l Bote, 10 wit, the sutu ot twen- | of Fngland’s son.”
3 dred 1 twentyv-two  aoliare end =
" it il ey R eRNse o Aetuon has i ' - . i oo
faen o ¢ La the ssil atharine G, }!“'J'-?' 8! l.l“ :\.i..‘-i;:'-]t:rflj'::_:nllv:h;E;I'::_Tj:lriﬁi?lzlt:'gi|1
F -} TAiLf ! ropariion of #aild suNh as my co ;
=ariiy, to wit : the su'a of eight hundredand forty May wo pever be overwhelmed iu so
L . el pioeat ,“_'r‘l]!.""_‘_"i:-f i;f: great a disaster ; butif 18 should come, the
S marble shsft erected ot the tomb of oar
) JNO. J. LONG p ighted faith, will have chisseled npou its
U MANE, Cierk of our said Court | gaag the warning inscrintion-
» eighih Monday after the fourth Mon- ’ '
! wnaust, A “" 156 “The broad hizhway to voverty sad rced,
! nnary 2u | - Is mrch to haila, and manyv mouths= to 6l
('. MANN, Clerk.

1l SCe4t The facility with which the bonds of the
HARRIVLE ‘ AR Stite were secured, soon occasioned a large
HABRIVGE GLEDE, influx of appropriation bills. Hailrcad

iR LING CHIVADH ITNSTRUCTOR  FOR | Companies with litle, if any paid in eapital
1) rioud s or those about tu be mar- | stock, and some with ouly & paper exist
riel, both mugie and fonrale, in rything con- | gyee, found as little diflicalty 1u exchapg-
s : Tl‘u-‘[:lll,lj'l;u :u ing their bonds for those ol the Btate, as
Fpring 2l the new disouvories never |did those companies whoso roads WEre
»ra gl \ Fugzlish lsugusge, by WM. | partially construeted snd 1n operation,
YOUNG, M. 1. Whisis roaliv 2 vainable asd in- lsuch as the Wilmington, Charlotte and
seiieling win f s wnmitton du pieio dsnguage | potherford R, R. Co. and the Western N.
for i ; i and i= illastrated with nu- | ./ ;¢ s

nerons ! ek, Al voung married p;;:;:ie. C. R. E. Ce.
' : miirsiiee, eod having the | T believe these are the only two roads
=timnedim, vt arncd e, shonld road this | having suflicient merif, in the judgment of
ated with s eoliitis & book that most | & Dajority of our peopie, to justify an en-
! { ap and pot Lo vboutibe kouse It will | largement of onr debt to secure their early
a gent 10 suy sdiresa on_receipt of ':0 cents —— | gompletion. Upon these two roads the re-
ront b Toertt), Dhite telphiae “PTEC? I sources of the State should have been con-
PeAFFLIOTE L ASD UMFOLTUNATE.—No |eentrated in order that our Seabosrd and
wier what may be sour discose, before you [the Mississippi, and even the Pacific,
fer care of any one of the | might be wedded at the earliest possible
y ind foreign—whoa @ |y oment, in bonds of iron never to be
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FRIEAE NLEXY SESSIUN OF 'TEHIS INSTI-
90 willbeginon dlonday, tbe 15thof Feb-
riaary, 1860, undnr the persaosal sapere#ision of J,
ti, Bine, Esq , Presidest Board of L'rustess.
Able and experienced teanhers will {ill all the
isepartments of Lthe Uolleg:

ki

ilie pupils of the Hchoul will be under the im-
medicte care of Miss Beitie Buchanan, of Che-

raw, 8, C., a lady of high attainments.
Perraa per gession of twenty weeks (healf in ad-

vauee companies, transported with elysian joy at
Taition in Primary Department ....312 00 | the brilliancy of their snccess, cried out,
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broken,

If the agricultural, commereial, manu-
ficturing and mineral resonrces of North
Carclina are ever aroused from their leth-
argv, and made to throb in an active aud
profitable existence, it will ba by estab-
lishing an artery throngh which the yonth-
ful and vigorous States that are moving
westward with an irresistible march, can
ponr into our sluggish system their healthy
and life-giving blood. Recuperation and
rejuvenation will then dethrone the deso-
lation and darkness that now reigns so-
prems.

Bul, sir, dispersion, instead of concen-
tration, of our limited resources, will, I
fear, postpone this happy eveat. Several

eagerness to secure the passage of their
bills was surpassed only by the avidity
manifested to obtain possession of the

The popular alarm created by this un-

opiuion wus scught
StaTE oF NooTi CARKOLINA, )

TTORNEY CENEXAL S UFFICE,
lialeigh, N, U, Doy

1, 28, 1* 68 )

Iion. 1. A. Jenkins, Pubiic Treusurer—

=1k : Inomy ooiaion, tae bouds of the Clhiatham
Beilroad Qompany delivered to ths Stute do not
requure stanips, also tue portgags io the Btale
by said Road does not reqaire revenue & amps

Re-pectluliy,
Wi, M. Coreaay,
Attoruey Useusral.

'This opinion was trausmited to the See-
retary ot Siate, with the request to register
the mortgage, ‘ )

The act expressly required that the mort-
gage should be registered—not delivered tor
registration, but registered in the uffice of

tions precedent to the issne of our bonds
to the Company. The Company has had
possession of our bonds nexrly four months,
and the mortgage is not registered yet, un-
less it has been done very recently.

The Secretary of State evidently regard-
ded it his duty to protect the interest of
the State, and prostitute his high office for
the benefit of voracious Railroad Com-
panies. He refused to register the mort-
gage beeanse it was unstamped. Notwith-

General, be helieved the U. 8. Revenue
Law required the mortgage to be stamped
by a provision as plain and explicit as.can
be expressed by langunage.
refer to the law, section 104, act of 1864,

interpretation until there is such a per-

publie officer.

paralleled enlargement of our public debt!

the Secretary of State as one of the condi- |

standing the opinion of the Attorney !

they will find that it can receive no other
version of terms that a mortgage, execa-
ted by a public officer, on behalf of the
State, means the same #sa morigage ©a

The secretary of State requested the

the interests of a puer and tax burdened |

people, to tha amount of millions of dol-
Jlars.
,  The act to provide {or the employment
' of convicts and the crection of a Peniten-
| tiary wasratified just as onr first eession was
| expiring.  Section 10 of said act reads as
follows, viz : **Sece. 10. In order to pro-
vide s fund for the purchase of a site and
property for the Penitentiary, ana for the
| erection of the same, the Public Treasorer
lis antborized and requived when reguested
| by the committee named in Seciion 1st, or
by szid Board, to sell for uot less than par
boads of the State not exceeding in tie
aogregate two hnndred thousand dollars
(3200 000) of the denomination of ome
thousand dollars each, (£1,000) cated 1st
October, 1868, and payable thirty years
thereafter, bearing six per cent interest
per aanum, payable remi-aunually ; with
coupons therefor attached, principal and
| interest payable at such place in the city
| of New York as the Public Treasurer may
designate, said bonds to be signed by the
Governor, 2nd connter-signed by the Pub-
lie Treasurer, and sealed with the Great
Beal of the State.

The purchase money of said site and
- property shall be payable on the warrant
| of & majority of said committee, approved
| by the Governor, and dues to contractors

1f Senpators ! ‘or building the Penitentary shall be pay-

|able on the warrant of 2 majority of the
said Board approved by the Governor.”

On Neovember 10, 1868 two requisitions

the delay to megotiate the aforesaid Jonn.
after authority, which the Treasuver had
informed me would suflice, had been cun-
ferred upou him—induced me to prepare
and introduce 1nto the Sensate the follow-
ing joint resolution, viz :

Waereae, The Treasurer of the Etate was an-
thor:zel by concurrent resolution, ratified 2ug.
84, 1868, 10 negotiate & luan vot exceeding $100,-
000 fur 50 daye, at the legal rate o' intereet to
meet & temporary deticleney iu the Treasury ;
therefore,

Kesolved, The House of f.-;1-zentatives con-
curring, Thet the Treasvrer of (. Stute ba re-
quested and instructed to inform tho General Ae-
sembly withoat delay, whether 2uch Joion hiss bren
negotiated, and if not negotiied, whether addi-
tional legisiation 18 heccssary to enauis hiw to
negotiste toe loap authorized by the afore=sid
econcarrent reeolution.

) this city and sold to a capitalist here at
great confidence, inforwed wme that he | heavy discount. ks ’ '

Does any one believe that the 860,000 is

money for Lis services as a Benator. He |to be paid, or that anybody will be disap
Gid not give me kLis name, neither did I | pointed because of its non-payment ? The
request it, becauss 1 was fearful that a | facts I have stated in regard to the £3,000

knowledge of tLe name might affect the
discharge of what impreseed itself upon
me as & high publioduty. Aboutthe same
timo I socidently saw a draft for #1,200, |

ter & Co., 533 William street, New York
City, dated August 20th, 1868, and paysa-
ble to the order of A. W. Btevens. None
tut the kindliest relations ever existed be-
tween Mr. Steveps and wmyself, and those
personal considerations Lad to be over-
come by a controlling sense of duty to the
State, !

I knew the activity displayed by tle |
msker of the draft in favor of Railroad ap-
propriation bills; an activity which secured
for him the facetious sobriquet of the
‘* Chairman of the Third House.” I knew
that the payer of the draft had a short time
before filed his petition in bankruptey, and
I Enew that a few weeks before 1 bud en-
dorsed his note (o enable him to borrow
250, and I knpew that the draft was dated
just at a time when Railroad bilis were un-
der consideration, and I knew that the
maker of the dralt bad known Mr. Stevens
but & few weeks. I was as well satisfied
hat it was given iu consideration for infla-

biy, as if Mr. Stevens had frankly con-
fessed that it was thus given. The charges
whicu I made were based upon these two
Cises,

I proposa to analize the case of NMr. A,
The analysis is designed to

The testimony of Mr. Seymour (sce page '

not such eredit a8 wounld epable him to
borrow money on his own paper, without
endorsement, 73 & commercial transac-
tion. This militates against the assump-
tion that it was an ordinary business tran-
section, whioh Stevens himself testifles it
was, i

In our capacity as jurors, we must da-
termine the degree ot credibility to which
each witii2es isentitled, and as circumstan- |
tial evidence is sometimes stronger than |
direct and positive, so circumstantial evi-
denee is frequently strong enough to over- |
come direet and positive statemerts made
uader oath. Mr, Stevens testifles that he
gave his note for six months, at the time |
bhereceived the draft. |

The extent to whieh Mr. Stevens isin- |
terested as a person charged with a serious
offense, is to be kept constantly in view,— |
I anticipated that an attempt would Do |
made to give the transaction a business |
phaee, but I reflected that the most glar- |
ing case of corrnption could be treated in |
the same way.

I presume that zeveral Senators, shortiy |
aftor this investigation was inangurared, 1‘
were told, at least I was, that Stevens uow
testifies et be gave his nole for six |
wonibs, at tho time, |

Since the report was made, a gentleman |
of the Committee informed me that while |
Stevens was testifying to this eflect. he
Lad to avert his face, for he believed, and
his belief was fouuded upon his owa per-

| sonal knowledee, that Stevens swore toa i

falsehoood. His regard for a friend in-
duced bim to witkhold his information un-
til the report was made.

Another cicuiustavees [(vudiog iu dis
prove the as2umption thut 1t was o donr £
lasn, is the fael that it waes nsd eald, by
New York noen whem ot
wus made, but i Littiefieid bswmsclr, 1n
Baleigh, in three instaliments, vie : cue in
September, one in Cotober and the thivd
in November., Thie draft was dated Aug.
20, 1888 The Journal of ths Honro of |
Reprogentatives fur tho firut soesion shows
that the ondy Ratlrond appropristion bill
for which A, W. Etevenes voted doving that
gossion, was the act entitled an act to
amwend an ordinance to iucorporate ths
Northwestern N, €. B, K, Compauy. This
act appropriated about 3400,000 oi our,
bouds, Btevens voted for it. 1t passed |
Aug. 19, 1865, aud the next day Btevens
got the draft tor 81,207 on New York,
from the Chaivman of the *“third Housa"
The Journal of ti.o House oi leprescota- |
tives for this se:zicn shows tbhat Stevens |
has been au uuswerving supperier of sll
appropriation bills the current sossion.—- |
Here then is the vf#ecf of the draft, and it |
copstitutes another aud a very strong link |
in the echanin. The effecet of the transac- |
tion, whether it is regarded ss a giftora |
losn, is suoeh as weuld make it coun-
stitute bribery. A member can be bribed
as well by a loan of money as by a gift of
mouney.

It is a remarkable fact that the eminent
hiztorian Bancroft, whils represeniiog the
United States at the Canrt of St James,
baving been zllowed access to severzl pab-
lic ofiices iu Londeu for the purposo of
historie research, found the ciiginsl man-
anscript of an official dispatenn of Arthur
Dobbs, Governor of North Caroliza, dated
December, 1717. In this dispatch to the
home government is a carious record of (in
thie language of Gov. Dobbs) **Mr, Btarky,

Immediately npon the ratification of this
resolution, we were informoed tuaet the lvav
had been negotiated. The speculation ot
Mr. Proyn npon the mnecessities of mem
bers, was thus nipped in the hnd. Now.
! what is the evidence relating to this tran-

the Treasurer, who goverus many in the
Assembly by loaning them mouey.” Thus
it appears that bribing members by loans,
eithier guast oans or genaine, is not cf re-
cent onigin in North Carolius,

It is of very little importaunce whether

| saction ? It may bz found upon page 8
of the report.

Mr. Prayn *¢ talked to him about makivg
some money. He did nui rewember the
language specially at the time. Ie
thought, though, that the spirit of the
langnage tzey had was about certificates, as
members were pretty hard up and would
be willing to pay something to get.”

e testifies moreover, that he cashed the
| warrants, that Mr, Pruyn discounted, be-

were made upon the Treasurer by the com-
mittee, one in favor of Colonel J. M. Heck | ' j
for #56,000 in State bonds (st par), and | exactions of Mr. Prayn until the Treasurer | draft upon Soutter & Co. was dishonored,
the other in favor of D. J. Pruyn, for 844,- | discontinued ﬁayment, the warrants which | he gave his draft for ninety days for 260, -

000 in State bonds (at par), (see page 9, of | Mr, Prayn unted must bave been|QQQ to the President of the Chatham R. Ii.

fore he negotiated the $100,000, and inas-
muoch as members did not submit te the

The Treasurer of the State testifics that|

f the $1,200 draft was a loan or a ¢ift. Vhe
| all important question is, was My Stevens
bribed by the transaction ? I think I bave
satisfactorily shown the effeet it Lad, and
still has upon his legislative course.

Now, who is the maker of this draft ?—
Milton S. Littlefield. Stevens testifies (see
page 18 of Report) that he preseuted the
draft for peyment et the bauking house of
Messrs. Sootter & Co., aud payment wes
refused on the groaud that, sithough Mr.
Littlefield did his banking business through
them. he then Lad no funds there.

And yet about the time that Littlefield’s

made.

y BONSCIGUSNCRS

' draft aro not in evidence because 1 Lave

been informed of them since the report was
! My informant is a gentleman who
1s cogunizant of the facis,

It now remains for me to advert to the
cass of the Benator from Rowan : On the
Saturday before the committee reported I
called upon the gentleman who had assured
me that he could prove that a Benator had
received money from an individuaal for his

|aurvices in the Senate and informed him

that I was ready to investigate the charge,
end desired to know the name of the Sen-
ator and the name of the witnesa by whom
the charges could be sustained. He gave
me the name of the Senator from Rowan as
the person implicated, and the Benator
from Caswell as the witnesses by whom the
charge could be sustained. Although sev-
eral Senators seem to have previcusly heard
of these names in conneotion with this
charge, this was the frst time I had heard
these names in this connection.

On the followieg Monday the Senator
from Rowan arcse in committee and ex-
pressed a desire Lo make a personal expla-
nation. I had not yet summoned SBenator
Stevers, aud I do no! thiok the Senator
from BRowan knew of my intention., The
Senator stated, substantially, what he re-
peated in the presence of the Senate sub-
sequently. He coufessed that he at first
intended to prevaricute in referencs to it,
because, while he did not accept the $20
from the Senator from Caswell for his vote
on the Senator’s resolution for per diem
avd mileage, nor as a bribe, yet it was im-
proper for him to have taken it and his
motive could be easily misconstrued.—
Upon reflection he bad conecluded to
voluntarily relate all the facts and circum-

stances.

The Senator has irankly admitted that
it wis wiong for Lim to have taken it for
any services ws Nepator., The degree of
culpability 35 the only question for the
Bepate to determine, and I submit it to
you with tho belief that you will exercise
such a spirit of forbearance as the miti-
gating circumstances, in your jndgment

| seem to justify,

I will not weary the Senate by detailing
the extent to which my (uestions were not
allowed, by a majority of the committee,
to be answered, or the unprecedented re
fusal to allow me the exercise of the un-
doubted right to make such jquestions a
matter of record, in order that the General
Assembly might judge of the propriety of
not allowing such questions to be an-
swered.

I have no doubt but that that msjority
discharged their onerous and unpleasant
dutiesasconscientionslyasdid the minority.
In conclusion I have only so say, that from
the inception to the completion of this in-
vestigation, it has been 1wy earnest desire
to preserve the houor and maintain the
good name of North Carolina! Thave en:
deavored to
“ Notbing e:xtenuate,

Nor set down auglit in malice.”

For those who have sought to heap re.
proach upon moe through the press or oth.
I

erwise, I have ouly » reference to the evi-
lence, and the perfection of silent contempt,
t has afforded mo an opportanity of de-
rmining by personul experionce the ex-
it to which a man is made strong by the
i of right., “*Thrico 18 he
armed (hat has lus quarrel  just.” The
inbors of the commmitteo huve becu protract
i and ardnons, and wenld have termiua
ted 1aure satisiactorily 1f all the witneeses
snmmoned Lad been obtainahbie.

The iuvestigativn intc the muuver of

{
Il

, excbangivg honds with rallroad compuanic
 cannot but largely conduco to the welfare

of the State, in view of the faet that exist-

{1ng and muturing legialation authorizes the
| exchanges to tho cnormons exteut of mcere

than tweaty-five million of dollar s,
Jo this unparalleled vulargemont of our
public debt, I have centinuwously entered

| my soltan protest ; Luat 1f it is decreed bj

tic powers that be, the iuterests of the
Ntate should be shielded by all the protec
tion which ean be extracted from our legis
lation.

Decsusa of thus expansion of our debt,
I believe, and I say so with reluctance and
regret, that the good old Ship of State is
in the breakers, Bhe is striking heavily
upou the rocks; if She iz kept afloat and
safely rescuned from the perils which encom-
pass her, it will not be by magunifying her
cargo aud unfurling her canvass to the gale
but through the mercy and kindpess cf
Him who psinted the wings ot the butter-
fly aud instilied tbe fragrance of the rose.
Upon an unbroken succession of rich
barvests from His bonnteful hand, con-
jointly with wisdom in the management of
our ficauces, depeud all the consolation
that cen sattach to hope.

Hoxicror 1y Hespzasosviule, N, C.-—
We are reliably informed that Willie, son
of Dr. W. W, Whiitted, of Hendersonville,
N. C., shot and killed Mr. A. M. Haw-
kius, of that place last Sunday. The faots
in the cass wre these: lJlore thun a year
aizo there is said to have been 1mproper
intimacy between Huwkius and Dr. Whit-
ted’s wife. Willie shot at Hawkins last
sammer withoat effect, Oo Bunday last,
as Hawkins came oul of the DBaptist
church, Willie shot bim in the breast with
a pistol, causing death to ensue al once.
Willie then gave Limself up to the civil
authorities.

The whole affair is universally regretted
by all who knew the parties. Dr. Whitted
is one ¢f the leading men of that section
of couutry. He is known for his purity of
character and uprightness in all his deal-
ings. Up to this occurrence his family
ranked among the most respectable in that
section of country. Willie is u young lad
about seventeen years of age. ILhe de-
ceased leaves a wife and several children.

Ral, Standard.
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